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The paper reflects upon my curatorial experience in anin-
terdisciplinaryurbanart laboratory “The 25 Lines”, which
was a 2,5 months collective process takingplace in St. Pe-
tersburg on the verge of 2020-2021%. The main thesis of
the lab was Guy Debord’s statement “Art should return
to everyday life” and its main focus was the everydayness
of the lines (the streets) of Vasilevsky island. The paper is
based on the sociomantic analysis of 40 participants'writ-
tenstatements and 25 artifacts resulting from their engage-
ment with the lines, as well as my personal and my fellow
curators’ experiences. In the paper | describe the processu-
ality of the lab, which was built as an intermixture of studies
in critical urban theory and performative situated practic-
es, the complexity of this design creating a shared concep-
tual ground and lived experience space for participants
with diverse backgrounds - from performative arts to an-
thropology. | articulate different research techniques (e.g.
drift, dialogue, rhythm analysis, emotional mapping) used
by participants to explore the everydayness of the 25 lines

and discover their polysemy, human and non-human dy-
namics, complexity of relations and metaphoricity of their
symbolic and material landscapes. | discuss the emergent
25 artifacts, which translated sensual and conceptual ex-
periences of everydayness into a variety of forms - games,
installations, artbooks, alternative maps, video-guides, and
sculptures. | specifically underline how the emergent art-
works broadcasted the direct speech and materiality of the
line’s inhabitants’ worlds, places of memory, maps of move-
ments, and other traces of everyday life, otherwise hidden
and unrecognized. | summarize by considering the urban
art lab as an educational and community-making format
linking art, urban studies and everyday lifecriticalreflec-
tion,andprovidingspacetoenvision an alternative culture of
urban space.

Project website and visual materialsare to be found here:
http://25lines.tilda.ws/
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